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Industries, Transportation and Communication, and Institutional Services of the Province of Alberta The
navigators of the Sixteenth Century, following Columbus, who set the way near the close of the century before,
brought the knowledge and the interest of the New World into the experience of the people of the Old World.
These were the Cabots, Cartier, Frobisher, Davis, and Gilbert. Following this the new goal of the navigators was
the finding of a North-west passage to India and China. The first of these men was Hudson, who entered the
great inland sea, which bears his name, in 1610. The rewards of commerce were always associated with
seafaring enterprises, and the new stirring of the imagination of the sea - dogs with vague and new geography
called up dreams of new wealth beyond the Western seas. The navigators were cribbed up in Hudson s Bay, and
the North-west Passage had to wait for the coming of Amundsen three hundred years later, who worked
through in 1906. It is with the nearer task of claiming the land of Upper America that we are concerned, and
with the way in which Alberta came into the family of the great sisterhood of provinces making up the
Dominion of Canada. This in a historical sense was by the Hudson s Bay route. The Hudson s Bay Company. -
Charles Il gave lively encouragement to the romantic commerce of his time, and his cousin Prince Rupert, with
lighter responsibilities, entered personally into the framing of exploration and trading enterprises. For fifty
years following Hudson s time there was small activity in Hudson s Bay,...
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