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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.From the beginning of Volume Il. CHAPTER 1 THE FIRST AND SECOND
BOOKS I. His object On the strength of the many miracles mentioned in William s book as reported from
Ireland, and also because of his vehement condemnation of Henry s Irish war, Mr. Magnusson has conjectured
that William himself was a native of Ireland. He certainly has a Celtic faculty of fluent and versatile speech, and
is master of methods of variety. But in part this may arise from a long study of classical literature. It has been
noted above that, after seventeen months of reporting, Benedict was found in- adequate by the Canterbury
Chapter, and William was called in to aid him. Under such circumstances, the latter would be on his mettle to
show what he could do in the way of style. It may be assumed as almost certain that William himself in his own
recondite Latin is writing his own apology - though it appears in the Prologue nominally indited by the monks -
when he says, We ask the whole body of our readers, sympathizing with the brother s diligence - for it is not his
fault that he does not discharge in full the stewardship entrusted to him - not to arch their eyebrows above
measure at the want of arrangement of his words, and the poorness of his thoughts. He confesses indeed that
he has deserved a flout, but he hopes for a milder censure. He pledges you in a draught from a vessel of potter s
clay, but drawn from a spring of living waters. Let the delicate liquor excuse the uncouth cup-bearer. There is
more to the same...
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