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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The book consists of twelve chapters, the first five being expository in
character, while the remainder of the volume seeks to apply the principles of Eucken s philosophy to some of
the central problems, social, educational, and religious, of modern life and thought. The book is written in a
clear and dignified style throughout, and it will doubtless prove interesting and helpful to many to whom the
ponderous works of Eucken himself would prove both diGicult and tedious. It is only natural, however, that the
characteristic which qualifies the value of Eucken s own books in the mind of the reader who insists upon
reducing his philosophy to the recognizable terms and data of every-day and scientific experience, the
addiction to the use of large and vague concepts which are nowhere subjected to careful analysis, should
reappear in an exposition like the present one, and similarly detract from its value as a contribution to
scholarship. Phrases like the spiritual life, the spiritual world, spiritual values, and so on, appenr on almost
every page. The contrast between nature and spirit, we are told, runs throughout the whole of Eucken s
philosophy. Is nature (that is, the world of matter seen in the light of science) the true basis of reality, of which
spirit, if it be allowed to exist at all, is a by-product? Or is spirit the source and fundament of all reality, nature
being ultimately dependent upon an invisible world? This is the great alternative (pp. xi-xii). But if the whole of a
philosophy is to be built around the antithesis of nature and spirit, if its central purpose is to establish the
independent existence and the...
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