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indexed. Not illustrated. 1888 Excerpt: . Maxim, were enabled to begin the war. The Cossacks of the Volga were
at that time an unruly set of people and under the leadership of two hetmans, Jermak Timofjejeff and Ivan
Kolzo, and three other leaders, did much injury to the Asiatic caravan trade and consequently to Russian
commerce, besides being the terror of their own neighbors--the nomadic peoples of the steppes. The
Strogonoffs being as clear headed as they were wealthy, then offered these highway robber Cossacks
honorable service with them in carrying out their own plans. They wrote friendly letters to them; urged upon
them that they, as they were the children of the White Czar, should carry on a nobler work than that which they
were in the habit of doing, and concluded by asking them as Christians to help them protect the land from the
infidels and unbelievers. Jermak and his companions, hoping to again secure the favor of the Czar, accepted
the invitation and came to the Strogonoffs with 500 well-armed warriors. Given supreme control of the
Strogonoff forces, Jermak increased its strength by enlisting the services of Russians, Tartars, Lithuanians and
Germans, and then went to work in good earnest. He led his forces across the Ural, forgetting that he then left
the Strogonoff possessions quite unprotected. The result was that the neighboring tribes took advantage of this
rare opportunity, invaded the district of the Kama, destroyed many villages and ports of the Strogonoffs and
killed many Christians....
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