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illustrated. 1845 Excerpt: . . . or exercised the government in that sense. i. To the instance of the apostles, they
answered, that they had an extraordinary calling, and so nothing thence can be inferred to prove modern
bishops. ii. That Timothy and Titus were evangelists, and the first is expressly so termedf; nor could they be
bishops, who resided not in one diocess, but often removed from place to place. iii. That the denomination of
the angels of the churches being allegorical, no firm argument can be taken thence, nor weight laid thereon.
Besides, those epistles of St. John, though directed to one, were intended to the whole body of the church. They
denied that the apostles were to have any successors in their office, affirming but two standing officers in the
church; presbyterians and deacons. They cited Philippians i. 1, 1 Tim. iii. 8, for the proof thereof; where there is
no mention of bishops as distinct from presbyters, but of the two orders only, of bishops or presbyters and
deacons. 6. As for the succeeding ages to the apostles, seeing scripture reacheth not unto them, they can but
beget a human faith, which is uncertain and fallible; besides, such the darkness of those times in respect of
church history, that little certainty can be thence extracted, yet it appeareth in Clement himself, that he useth
the same word for bishop and f 2 Tim. iv. 5. FULLER, VOL. VI. 7. A. d. 1648. presbyter; and as for Ignatius bis...
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