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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The United States and the Russian Federation are engaged in a war of
words-a war that has elevated tensions between these political, military, and economic rivals to its highest level
since the end of the Cold War in 1989. Spurring the bellicose discourse: (1) Russian incursion in the Ukraine and
Crimea to reestablish Russian influence in those lands, (2) concerns expressed by former Warsaw Pact nations
(e.g., Poland, Romania, and Estonia) regarding Russian intentions, and (3) the response of NATO and the U.S. to
calm those concerns. According to Russian leaders, this territory historically belongs to Russia. Regardless of
this diplomatic debate, however, facts on the ground matter much more: the population in the eastern one-
third of the country and all of Crimea (geographically sitting atop the Black Sea) are predominately Russian-
speaking. Ukrainians, whose ancestry has been tied to the land for centuries, loathe the Russians. As a result,
the conflict has grown into a virtual civil war. During the past two decades, the United States has supported
Ukrainian desires to participate in the European Union and join NATO, while Russia has argued these actions
foment rebellion among what they regard as a minority of Ukrainians. Underneath these somewhat superficial
arguments, Russia worries about its largest submarine base in Crimea at Sevastopol, which they consider
utterly vital to their security. Additionally, Russia aggressively continues to seek a geographical buffer between
itself and Europe having been devastated by two great wars during the past 100 years. Europe protests the
incursion but seems unwilling (and unable) to use military force to push Russia back from its designs on
Ukraine and Crimea. Only the U.S. displays the willingness to hold the...
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